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QF THE 
fackney-Coachmen. 


HAT by an Ad made in ther 5b. andy 4:4. Years of the Reign of the late King 
Charles the 1. the Number of Hackney-Coaches was limitted to Four Hundrcd, and the 
Rent at 5 /. per Annum for every Coach, which Ac expired about Fourteen Years ago, 
that during the time the ſaid Act was in Force, whilſt Horſemeat was cheap, the Coacl» 

men ſupported themſelves, and paid their Rent, but in dear Years many of them broke, ana 


' were not ableto pay, whereby they loſt their Licenſes. 


Obattion, 
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That ſoon after the Expiration of the {aid A&, many Inho!ders, Vituallers, and other Per- 
ſons ſet up Coaches, and by the greatneſs of their Number deſtroyed one another, for there have 
not been fewer than Fifty Perſons that have broken in every Year fince the faid Act expired ; and 
thoſe that are now in Being, have run out all they are worth, and beſides that, have contracted 
oreat. Debts to Tradeſmen,in hopes of keeping up thegl rade until it ſhould be regulated again in Par- 
liament, fo that there is not now in being one Coachiyan in a Hundred that is worch One Hundred 
Pounds and all his Debts paid. ; 

That two Years fince, when the Coachmen by the Poll At, were appointed tro 
pay Five Pounds for every Coach, divers of them not being ablz ro pay» ir, were 
conſtrained to leave off their Calling, and by that means they and their Families are 
become chargeable to the Pariſhes where they live, and a many others by the dearnefs of Horſ.:- 
meat, and decay of Trade, are daily forced to leave their Trade, fo that the Number of Hackney- 
Coaches kept in London, and the Places compriled within the Weekly Bills of Mortality, in Fannary 
laſt, amounted to Eight Hundred and Thirty 'T bite, and no more, as appears by an eſtimate 
taken by two credible Perſons, and prov'd by their Affidavit taken before a Maſter in Chancery : 
And ifall the Money theſe Caachmen now get were depoſited in one Perſons hands, and equally 
diſtributed to them all, it would not be ſuffitientro&buy thejr Horſes Meat ; And ifthe Act ſhould 
paſs for ſetting a Fine of One Hundred Pounds onevery Coach, and four Pounds per Ann:um Rent, 
and the Number at Eight Hundred,the faid Coachmen will be thereby utterly undone,and they and 
their Families muſt become chargeable to the Places where they live, they having not been brought 
up to any other Tradeor Calling. 


Did not the Coachmen when Licenſec by Virtue of the ſaid Act, fell their Licenſcs for 109 7. 
a Licenſe, and did not many Perſons Licenſed, that had no Coach, ler their Licenles to 
hire for Io 5. per Week, and why may not the fame bz done now. 


There were but very few Licenſes fold at that Rate, and thoſe that were fo fold, were bought 
by Perſons that knew nothing of the Trade, for it is very well known thar many perſons then 
quitted their Licenſes, nor being able to pay the Rent, which was but 5 þ per Auwnums; and as 
to the letting out their Figures ac 10 s. per Week ; true it is that fome Licenſed Perſons, who had 
not Coaches, did in F/izter time, when a Parliament was fitting, and Horſemear cheap, lt their 
Licenſes fo, but then this was but for a {mail time, for thoſe perſons would have been gl:d to 
have tet cheir Licenſes to any perſon by the Year, at Four Shillings a Weck. And further, this 
Number then was but Four Hundred, and by this At, the Number is propoſz:d to b: dowble:ts' 
fo that there can of courſe bs but half that Work to every Coach. 


That by the great increaſe of Buildings and concourſe of Pzopl>, there will ke greater 
need of Eight Hundred Coaches, and they will have more Wurk than Four Hundred 
couly have expected at the time of maRing the faid Act. 


It is not above fourteen Years ſince the ſaid Ad expired ; and the Varliament that fate after the 
expiration of that Act, were of Opinion thac tour Hundred Coaches were futficignc then, and kad 
revived the ſaid A then, bur that great Application was made to them, to make the Namb-r 
five Hundred, which they would not agree to ; Beſides there are a great many Handred Gentl?- 
mens Coach's and Hackney Chairs let up fiace rhe making of the 1aid A, which very nuch 
leflens the Hacknzy-Coachmens Trade, and the multicude of Buildings hath not made the Con: 
courſe of Pcople greater, as may appear by the preſent Weekly Bills of Mortalicy, comvared with 
them of the 14th Year of King Charles the IL and ic hath made the Streets more commodious 
to walk in then they were, by which the Coachmens wort. is much abared. 


The Truth of which matters the Hackney-Coachmen can make appear to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons :1 they may be permitced {ov to do; 
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